2io            LETTERS  OF  BOSWELL

Tour counsel to me to set my mind at rest, and be
content with promotion in Scotland is, I believe, very
wise.     My brother David enforced it earnestly.   If
my father lives a few years longer, age will, I suppose,
fix me here without any question ; for to embark in a
new sphere, when one is much after forty, is not ad-
visable.   Yet, my dear Temple,  ambition  to be in
Parliament, or in the Metropolis, is very allowable.       |
Perhaps my  exalted notions of public  situation are       f
fallacious ; for I begin to think that true elevation is       |
to be acquired from  study and thinking,  and that       ?
when one is used to the most eminent situations they       <
become familiar  and insipid, and perhaps vexatious.       I
David says, my chief object should be the augmenting,       *5j
improving, and beautifying Auchinleck ; and that I may      \
do all  that to more advantage by having a smaller      \
income in Scotland than a larger In London. We must      I
see what time will present.    There is a, fine fame in      I
being distinguished in London, were it only in literary      $
society as I am; and I could educate my children to      r
great  advantage  there.    What are  your   studies at
present ?   What are you writing ?    I must again and
again  renew  my  wish  for the  publication of your
Green "Book.    It must no doubt have many additions
since I saw it.    Short, elegant characters of books are
to me most engaging, next to characters of men, and
yours pleased me exceedingly.

Nichols was some days here, on his way home, His
foppery is unbecoming in a clergyman. But I was
really much offended with him one night, when he
supped with me. M'Laurin, who, I fear, is an infidel,
was the only other person in company. Nichols gave
a ludicrous account of his ordination, said he applied
to the Archbishop of York (Drummond), who asked
him what books he had read on divinity. "Why